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Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association

Richard H. King

Chair

Minnesota Ultra High-Speed Broadband Task Force

Via e-mail to:

rick.king@thomsonreuters.com
Dear Chairman King:

Just wanted to drop you a note to express my dismay (but not surprise) that there appears to be an attempt to subvert the goal of the Minnesota Ultra High-Speed Broadband Task Force into, at least partially, an indictment of municipal involvement in the communications field.

It is unclear to me how further hobbling the public sector will speed the state’s adoption and effort to reach a broadband goal.

What we have found over the years is that when citizens vote to give municipal government the authority to provide telephone service, suddenly many parties become interested in bringing high speed access into town.  Taking away the ballot box restricts citizen choice and slows the effort to bring broadband service to all areas of the state.

For example: the state also faces a terrific need to upgrade its electric infrastructure.  Investor-owned, cooperative and municipal utilities all bring money and expertise to the table and work together to try and meet this power supply need.  I hope that someday all private communications providers will take this same practical approach.

Municipals view high speed telecommunications access as an economic development issue, as do many independent telecos.  Cities don’t want to compete with private companies; cities want to ensure their survival in the new economy.  Citizens need to be able to satisfy their needs through their own facilities, if they so decide.

And while there seems to be controversy enough over the Connected Nation mapping project, I must say those people are not helping their own credibility.  Repeated criticisms of municipal projects are unhelpful and often inaccurate.  Given that stated bias, it is difficult to accept their final product without a healthy dose of skepticism.

Thanks to you for your service on this task force and your difficult responsibility to balance differing viewpoints. I look forward to providing additional input and seeing the final recommendations.
Steve Downer

Associate Executive Director

sdowner@mmua.org
P.S. Please place this document into the public record. Thank you.
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