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First, let me offer my thanks to you for taking the time to 

attend this event to hear about a subject that is dear to all of 

us who serve on the Blandin Broadband Strategy Board. 

Let me also commend you for understanding that this tool 

called broadband is today’s Interstate Highway System and a 

critical component in growing our communities. 

Does it seem far-fetched that an Erskine, Ely, Eagle Bend, 

Edgerton, Elmore or Eitzen – to cover the state map north to 

south – might blossom beyond what today seems possible IF 

the power of connectivity stimulates the economy? 

Most would, I suspect, say yes it is far-fetched to expect great 

progress in areas that have been stagnant, but having seen 

the power of connectivity in communities once struggling for 

survival, I am a believer. 

HBC operates in nine markets – all of them in Southeastern 

Minnesota, all of them rural…Winona the largest at 28,000.  

 Each is today larger than it was when its broadband network 

was built.  In two cases that reversed six decades of 

population declines. 



In addition, each has seen business growth…a powerful 

endorsement for the revitalization that broadband brings.  

And one, St. Charles, is being hailed as boom-town by the 

state media for housing developments that now dot the once 

barren landscape. 

I believe Minnesota is today ideally positioned to become a 

model for broadband cooperation between federal and state 

governments, a collaborative that with the addition of private 

enterprise would become even more powerful. 

Discussions with Rural Utilities Administrator Jonathan 

Adelstein and FCC officials have convinced me that this is a 

great time for a state to put forth a proposal to leverage its 

resources with those of the federal government to bring 

uncommon connectivity to areas in need. 

The FCC and RUS would be interested, I believe, in a visionary 

proposal to move forward the plan advanced in 2010 by 

Minnesota’s Ultra-High-Speed Broadband Task Force and  

enhanced with components to remove barriers to broadband 

development identified by the authors of the national 

broadband plan. 



A plan that is futuristic, that reaches well beyond the federal 

government’s current broadband definition of 4 megabytes 

downstream and 1 upstream, that is designed to eliminate 

barriers, and a plan that combines private enterprise, federal 

and state resources will resonate well with the decision-

makers in D.C. 

The roadmap has been drawn by the task force and the 

Blandin Foundation through its Broadband Strategy Board.  A 

proposal that embraces ubiquitous statewide coverage, 

symmetrical speeds beginning at 10 megabytes and scalable 

to a gigabit and that is the product of a public private 

partnership will not only be fundable, I believe, but can make 

Minnesota a national model. 

It is time to put aside business jealousies in a way that allows 

incumbents and competitive entrants to work with cities and 

counties to push forward our state, which has lost 4.3 percent 

of its jobs since 2007. 

The Dayton Administration and the Minnesota Legislature 

must embrace the work already started and insist upon 

moving the needle forward. 

It’s time to: 

 Serve notice that business-as-usual is not good enough 

and that the government will assist efforts that utilize 



shared resources – private and public – to make things 

happen; 

 Empower city and county governments to move forward 

without the barrier of supermajority referendum 

approval for municipal telephone service IF incumbent 

providers are disinterested in improving their networks 

or joining in a community’s efforts to improve 

connectivity; 

 Remove barriers such as access to capital, return on 

investment in a project’s formative years, and transport 

costs that expand as distance grows from metropolitan 

communities; and, 

 Reach out to applications developers worldwide to test 

new products right here, right now. 

It’s a world that stands on the threshold of mind-boggling 

applications developments in education, health care, 

entertainment, quality of life across the age spectrum, and 

security advances that will enable our most vulnerable and 

costly age groups to live independently longer. 

Broadband is an area where Minnesota can lead, but the clock 

is ticking.  The time for action is now.  Please don’t let the 

work of the Blandin Broadband Strategy Board and the Ultra- 



High-Speed Broadband Task Force fade because of an 

unwillingness to act at the state level. 

 

 

 

 


