
 
 
Blandin Community Broadband Program Webinar Series: 

Expanding Wi-Fi Access to Your Community 

Resource Material* 
 

September 12, 2013 

 

These days, people expect to be able to connect to the Internet wherever and whenever 

they want.  Communities serious about attracting tourists, new businesses, 

entrepreneurs, and young people often view publicly available Wi-Fi as a community 

amenity worth providing.  Increased public access to the internet also helps close the 

digital divide experienced by people who don’t have computers or computer access at 

home.  

 

Wi-Fi hot spots and hot zones are a popular approach to addressing these concerns.  Wi-

Fi hot spots in coffee shops, co-working locations, or public parks can boost local 

tourism spending and create informal gathering places for all sorts of people from 

techie-minded students to entrepreneurs, and offer access to folks who otherwise 

wouldn’t have any.   

 

Creating a Wi-Fi hot spot can be as technically simple as connecting a Wi-Fi access point 

to a standard broadband connection.   Many people now have Wi-Fi networks in their 

homes.   

 

Operating and sustaining public hot spots can be more complex.  It may involve many 

connecting devices across a large area requiring engineering, skilled installation and 

tech support.  Upfront considerations include security, legal liability, financial 

sustainability, subscription and log-in processes, tech support and bandwidth 

requirements. 

 

The resources below offer more detailed discussion of these and related topics.  

 

e-Vermont Community Broadband Project 

Wireless Internet Zones 
http://e4vt.org/programs/e-vermont/toolkit/public-internet-access/wireless-zones 

Includes information on equipment, fiscal sponsor, terms of service, landing page design 

and zone maintenance.  Three case studies are provided. 

 

How to set up public Wi-Fi at your business 

PCWorld (March 2013) 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/2031443/how-to-set-up-public-wi-fi-at-your-business.html 

A nice, short article written for small business owners with lots of good information 

about equipment, security and filtering. 

 



 

Comcast Xfinity Hot Spot Partnership 
http://business.comcast.com/smb/services/internet/wifi 

A provider-business partnership to offer Wi-Fi services. 

 

How to set up your own free wifi hotspot with DD-WRT 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/set-free-wifi-hotspot-ddwrt/ 

A bit more technical look at the set-up procedures. 

 

New America Foundation’s Wireless Future Project 
http://wirelessfuture.newamerica.net/ 

Part of New America's Open Technology Institute, the project develops and advocates 

policy proposals to promote universal, affordable and ubiquitous broadband and 

improve the public’s access to critical wireless communication technologies. 

 

Reddit Forum on Wi-Fi 
http://www.reddit.com/r/sysadmin/comments/1huwby/setting_up_a_public_wifi/ 

Quite a technical discussion. 

 

CIO: 

How to set up a Business Grade Wi-Fi Network 
http://www.cio.com/article/718261/How_to_Set_Up_a_Business_Grade_Wi_Fi_Network 

Wi-Fi Security Do’s and Don’ts 
http://www.cio.com/article/693420/Wi_Fi_Security_Tips_11_Do_s_and_Don_ts 

Both articles provide good information. 

 

Wi-Fi supporting Cellular 

Gigaom 
http://gigaom.com/2013/09/06/good-news-boom-times-for-carrier-wi-fi-hotspots-and-wi-fi-

networks/ 

Discussion about the deployment of Wi-Fi by phone and cable companies to support 

cellular wireless 

 

 

*Blandin Foundation is proving this information as a courtesy and does not endorse any 

of the technology processes, products or vendors provided here. 

 


