1886 photo Franconia Train Depot, Franconia, Minnesota

In the early 1880’s, the residents of Franconia Township came together for the future of
their community. Instead of continuing to receive their mail via horse and buggy or word
of mouth, they instead chose to provide public infrastructure accessible via the
proposed Franconia Depot at milepost 17 on the railway.
The investment would improve the lives of the residents and the business community by
providing Franconia Township a depot for transport, a mail stop and access to a
telegraph line.
Residents of Franconia Township have a similar opportunity today.
This past January 2019, a group of Franconia citizen pioneers was formed to put in
motion the process to bring a 21st century fiber optic network to rural Franconia
Township. Taking advantage of state-wide grants funding up to 45% of the
infrastructure. Our 21st century pioneers are attempting to blaze a trail to provide
reliable affordable internet with speeds up to 1000 up/1000 down, television and
telephone services to all residents of Franconia Township.
Thank you for your time and participation in this Township conversation!

Franconia Township

Q: What is this project for?
A: This past January 2019, a group of Franconia citizen pioneers was formed to put in
motion the process to bring a 21st century fiber optic network to rural Franconia
Township. Taking advantage of state-wide grants funding up to 45% of the
infrastructure. Our 21st century pioneers are attempting to blaze a trail to provide
reliable affordable internet with speeds up to 1000 up/1000 down, television and
telephone services to all residents of Franconia Township.
Q: What company is offering to provide this upgraded service?
A: CTC (Consolidated Telephone Company) a Minnesota based co-op. They are based
in Brainerd, MN and have been around since May 19th, 1950.
Q: What is the cost of this project?
A: The estimated project cost is $3.3 million.
Q: How is this getting paid for?
A: This project is at zero cost to Franconia Township as a government. This is a grass
roots effort being led by citizens of Franconia Township. There are three funding pieces
for this project. Potential state grant funding, some form of tax funding TBD, and CTC is
investing as well.
Q: What services will CTC offer with this upgraded fiber network?
A: High speed internet up to 1000Mbits Up/1000Mbits Down, Digital TV and Telephone
Q: What is the monthly cost for internet service through CTC?
A: Please refer to pricing sheet attached to this packet
Q: When is the project scheduled to start?
A: If all funding goes through this year then CTC will start construction Spring of 2020
and be complete by the Fall of 2020.
Q: Will this fiber network bring me any other benefit other than the three services
offered?
A: Yes, besides CTC competitive pricing model residents can expect up to a 3.1%
increase in home value for having fiber to the door.
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