


The problem:

The Census Bureau estimates that 

17.7% of Minnesota’s population 

won’t self-respond to the census 

which is 965,000 people. 



Census counts guide the distribution of dollars

 800 billion federal dollars are 
distributed to state and local 
governments each year on the 
basis of census data

 At least $2,796 per person is 
allocated by the federal 
government to Minnesota each 
year (that’s $28,000 for the 
decade)
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How will residents know what to do?

 When it’s time to 

respond, 
households will 

receive an 

invitation in the 

mail. 

 Every household 

will have the 

option of 

responding 

online, by mail, or 

by phone. 



Hard-to-Count Areas
 The Census Bureau calculates which areas are "hard-to-count" based on a 

number of variables that are correlated with high non-response rates, such as:

1. Renters (1,300,000)

2. Low-income persons (185% FPL: 1,156,985. 100% FPL: 517,476)

3. Racial and ethnic minorities (1,060,000)

4. Children ages 0-4 (350,000)

5. Persons with mental or physical disabilities (584,974)

6. Young adults (especially those in college) (Ages 18-24: 505,783; College: 
301,000)

7. Non-English speakers (Less than “very well” 233,073)

8. Native/Indigenous people (AIAOIC: 105,477)

9. Undocumented immigrants (80,000)

10. Snowbirds (44,000)

11. Persons experiencing homelessness (10,000)



State resources

$300,000 in grants on first come, first serve basis, requires:

o Be a non-profit entity (501(c)(3), government entity, school district, 

college or university) or operate under a fiscal agent.

o Agree to participate in one census outreach training provided by 

the MN State Demographic Center.

o Agree to participate in the Commit to Be Counted (C2BC) digital 

organizing campaign managed by the MN State Demographic 

Center.

o Agree to use the grant for at least one of the following purposes: 1) 

Digital organizing; 2) Outreach to residents in high-density housing; 

or 3) Efforts to target historically undercounted communities.



Help Desk and Community 

Motivator

 Text Count to 662020 or “MN2020” (English)

▪ Text Censo to 662020 (Spanish)

▪ Text Suavpeb to 662020 (Hmong)

▪ Text Tiri to 662020 (Somali)

 Text census questions to 662020

 Install Help Desk tool on your website

 Share employee/resident information to receive 1 text/month



What can you do to help?

 Help educate others about the 2020 Census

 Encourage people to apply to work on the 2020 Census: 

www.2020census.gov/jobs

 Volunteer for your local CCC.

 Form a CCC if there isn’t one in your area

 Offer space for CCC meetings or subcommittees

 Contact constituents to ensure they complete their forms

 Help others complete their forms or allow organizations to table in 

your spaces.
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Andrew Virden, Director of Census 

Operations and Engagement

 e-mail: andrew.virden@state.mn.us

 Phone: 651-201-2507 (w), 612-655-8896 (c)
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